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"I've had the pleasure of working on two
projects with Jayson and, TV/Film Gods
willing, they certainly won't be the last.
Jayson is a consummate professional and
a powerhouse of an artist. Someone who
breathes complex humanity into all his
characters; villains, heroes, and all those in
between."

Micahel D. Fuller, Showrunner/Writer
Rectify (SundanceTV)
Murdaugh: Murder in the Family (Hulu)



“Jayson is a singularly talented actor. He
makes you believe he is the person he’s
playing. He can modulate as necessary
and knows how to entertain without
breaking the world of the story. I had a
great time working with him and hope to
do so again soon.”

Micahel Uppendahl, Director
Candy (Hulu)

“That’s just the power of Jayson’s acting.”
Scott Gimple
The Walking Dead (AMC)



“There are many times in our industry that we
refer to someone having "that spark." I worked
with Jayson on a film where he had roughly three
lines, and I knew then that he was something
special. Not just a character actor but a real
artist with presence and talent. It's been a joy to
watch his career grow.”

Craig Brewer, Director
Song Sung Blue (Focus Features)
Footloose (2011) (Paramount)
Fight Night (Peacock)



"Jayson is great to work with - his work has depth
and nuance and he keeps it real." 

Jim McKay, Director
Tulsa King (Paramount)
Rectify (SundanceTV)

"I directed Jayson for two years on my show. He
was fearless."

Raymond McKinnon, Director/Writer/Showrunner
Rectify (SundanceTV)



“It is quite rare to find an actor who combines such
natural talent with his overflowing spirit of
collaboration. Jayson is a thoughtful performer,
bringing depth, authenticity and an effortless sense of
humanity. I truly enjoyed working with him and look
forward to doing it again.”

Takashi Doscher, Director
Only (Netflix)

“Jayson is a gifted actor and a true
collaborator. He brings depth and authenticity
to his characters while remaining flexible and
easy to work with. There's a reason we continue
to cast him; he elevates our work.”

Ruckus & Lane Skye,  Writers & Directors
The Devil to Pay (Netflix)



“I cast Jayson as one of the leads in my feature
American Deadbolt, and his command of the craft is
evident in every frame. In a role demanding nuance,
depth, and emotional complexity, Jayson delivered a
performance layered with authenticity and precision.
He is mesmerizing—effortlessly balancing humor,
menace, intelligence, and vulnerability in a way that
never feels forced or contrived.”

Bryan Redding, Writer & Director
American Deadbolt (Prime & Apple)
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Song Sung Blue
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The Birth of a Nation
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Full Article

https://cultbox.co.uk/features/opinion/jayson-warner-smith-from-smooth-and-subtle-to-edgy-and-evil


Full Article

https://www.artsatl.org/review-the-laramie-project-a-profound-moment-for-atlanta-theater-theatrical-outfit/


“As a director (for theatre) who's worked with
Jayson, I find him to be incredibly prepared,
passionate, flexible, and team-oriented. He played
multiple roles in my Atlanta production of The
Laramie Project, and each character was nuanced,
grounded, utterly specific, and incredibly moving. As
a casting director for on-camera projects, I can
always count on Jayson to turn in creatively crafted
tapes with bold but believable choices that never
feel like acting. He excels at realism and is, I find,
immensely watchable and wonderful.”

Clifton Guterman, CSA
The Laramie Project (Theatrical Outfit)

“Working with Jayson is always such a pleasure. His
keen intellect and years of experience aligns with an
unassailable honesty to deliver consistently powerful
and relatable performances. I especially enjoy
rehearsals with Jayson. He can take virtually any idea,
good or not-so-good, and somehow make it work.
There is a real sense of curiosity and bravery in his
work that serves both the material and the process.”

David Crowe, director
Our Town (Theatrical Outift)



Executive producer and star

Watch the film

A multi-award winning short film

https://vimeo.com/868733295


Full Article

Watch: Learning to Fly

https://www.motorcycle.com/features/learning-fly-cross-country-triumph-bonneville-video.html#!
https://vimeo.com/123383323


Jayson Warner Smith has been in demand throughout 2024, 2025 and 2026, appearing in Peacock’s Fight Night: The Million Dollar
Heist, Hulu’s Murdaugh: Death in the Family, and The Good Daughter, premiering on Peacock in November 2026. Audiences may
also recognize him as Earl/TCB in Craig Brewer’s Song Sung Blue, now streaming on Netflix.

His upcoming projects include American Deadbolt, arriving on Apple TV and Amazon in July 2026, Heartland, a Netflix feature
starring Jessica Chastain, and The Rescue, slated for a theatrical release in January 2027.

Jayson holds the rare distinction of appearing in two films at both the 2015 and 2016 Sundance Film Festivals. In 2015, he
appeared in 99 Homes and Mississippi Grind. The following year, he returned to Sundance with Christine and The Birth of a Nation,
the latter earning both the Audience Award and the Grand Jury Prize. He has also appeared in two films that premiered at the
Tribeca Film Festival: The Book of Love (2016) and Only (2019). The independent feature The Devil to Pay (originally titled Reckoning),
starring Danielle Deadwyler, made its world premiere at the 2019 Atlanta Film Festival, where it won Best Georgia Film.

Jayson is perhaps best known for his recurring roles as Wendall Jelks on SundanceTV’s Rectify and Gavin on AMC’s The Walking
Dead. His extensive television credits also include Netflix’s Outer Banks, Amazon’s One Mississippi, CBS’s NCIS: New Orleans, FOX’s
Sleepy Hollow, The CW’s The Vampire Diaries, Being Mary Jane, and Coma.

His film work spans studio productions and acclaimed independent cinema, including American Made opposite Tom Cruise, Where
the Crawdads Sing, Christine alongside Rebecca Hall, Tracy Letts, and J. Smith-Cameron, The Birth of a Nation, The Book of Love,
99 Homes, Mississippi Grind, Only, Heavy Water, and Northfield. In 2023, he appeared in Antoine Fuqua’s Emancipation and You’re
Killing Me, starring Dermot Mulroney and the late Anne Heche. Additional credits include I Saw the Light, Anchorman 2: The Legend
Continues, 42, Footloose (2011), and numerous stage productions.

Continued

Biography
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Further details:

Jayson has had the opportunity to collaborate with an impressive roster of acclaimed filmmakers and showrunners, including Craig
Brewer, Olivia Newman, Doug Liman, Nate Parker, Antonio Campos, Ramin Bahrani, Ray McKinnon, Ryan Fleck, and Anna Boden. Along the
way, he has shared the screen with many of Hollywood’s most respected actors, including Tom Cruise, Don Cheadle, Leslie Odom Jr.,
Frieda Pinto, Maisie Williams, Michael Shannon, Andrew Garfield, Ryan Reynolds, Ben Mendelsohn, Laura Dern, James Woods, Lauren
Ambrose, Cuba Gooding Jr., Demi Moore, and David Duchovny.

In recent years, Jayson has expanded into producing. After several smaller projects, he launched his passion project, the award-winning
short film Chipper, written by Ruckus Skye and Lane Skye (The Devil to Pay, Becky, Rattle the Cage). Jayson stars as Reese, a prodigal son
called home by his father, where a long-buried family secret and an urgent plea for help await. Chipper premiered at the 2023 Poppy
Jasper International Film Festival before screening at more than thirty festivals throughout 2023 and 2024, earning multiple jury and
audience awards along the way.

A native Georgian, Jayson divides his time between Athens and Atlanta’s historic Kirkwood neighborhood with his wife, Lisa. 

Jayson is repped by The Alexander White Agency. Atlanta & Los Angeles.
Management by Tamer Ahsan at Zero Gravity Management.

https://www.jaysonsmith.com/chipper-a-short-film/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1460195/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_2_nm_1_in_0_q_ruckus%20skye
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm1864206/?ref_=nv_sr_srsg_0_tt_3_nm_5_in_0_q_lane%20skye
https://pro.imdb.com/company/co0439410/
https://www.zerogravitymanagement.com/


  “... But if you can say you worked with this incredibly talented and professional actor who was also an absolute
gem of a human with a heart of a lion and a soul of a poet, then you can say you worked with Jayson Warner
Smith."
BIll Purple - Director/Writer/Producer
The Book of Love 

  “... But if you can say you worked with this incredibly talented and professional actor who was also an absolute
gem of a human with a heart of a lion and a soul of a poet, then you can say you worked with Jayson Warner
Smith."
BIll Purple - Director/Writer/Producer
The Book of Love 

"Jayson is a Swiss Army Knife when you are lost in the woods, a scene saver, a character actor with a leading
man's gravitas and just a lovely, lovely person to boot. He is one of those actors that you want to see in
everything and can do anything and is interesting every time. Jessica (Biel) and I had admired his previous work
and we were so excited to cast him in our first film "The Book Of Love" and again in our Hulu series "Candy". We
are already excited about what we'll do next with him!"
Michelle Purple - Producer - Iron Ocean Productions
The Book of Love
Candy (Hulu)

"Jayson is a Swiss Army Knife when you are lost in the woods, a scene saver, a character actor with a leading
man's gravitas and just a lovely, lovely person to boot. He is one of those actors that you want to see in
everything and can do anything and is interesting every time. Jessica (Biel) and I had admired his previous work
and we were so excited to cast him in our first film "The Book Of Love" and again in our Hulu series "Candy". We
are already excited about what we'll do next with him!"
Michelle Purple - Producer - Iron Ocean Productions
The Book of Love
Candy (Hulu)



https://vimeo.com/942738181/92f205e982
https://vimeo.com/942738991/9384705bb4
https://vimeo.com/884371754?fl=pl&fe=sh
https://vimeo.com/942739248/6ffaa7b5d4


Full Article

https://www.artsatl.org/20-by-2020-every-once-in-awhile-they-let-me-act-says-versatile-jayson-warner-smith/




CONTACT

The Alexander White Agency

awhite@alexanderwhiteagency.com

(404) 609-4752 - Atlanta

lwhitaker@alexanderwhiteagency.com

jbowman@alexanderwhiteagency.com

Team-LA@alexanderwhiteagency.com

(323) 577-3811‬ - Los Angeles

Zero Gravity Management
Tamer Ahsan
(310) 694-3800

tahsan@zerogravitymanagement.com
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